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GENERAL LAFAYETTE, THE VOLUNTEER FOR LIBERTY 
Painted hy Bolly 



-In the Collection of Colonel P. Connelly 




THE GOETBF. STATUE IN LINCOLN PARK 
H. Halm, Scul2)tor 



-Pliotogravhed at time of unveilinq, June 13. 1914 




STATUE OF ABRAHAM LINCOLN IN LINCOLN PARK 
Augustus Saint Gmulens, Sctilptor 



Editorial 



IN our public parks are statues, placed 
there no less for moral than for deco- 
rative purposes. From them the little 
folk who play in the grass at their bases 
receive their first concrete impressions of 
the hero, the patriot, the martyr, the 
scholar, the scientist and the poet. For this 
reason such effigies in public places should 
be chosen with the greatest care and in- 
scribed with such legends as will give a 
patriotic, philosophic, cultural or moral 
impetus to the young mind and spirit. 

No one can calculate the power of these 
silent men of stone or bronze who stand 
throughout the season steadfastly telling 
their story to the passing generations. Saint 
Gaudens' Lincoln in our great park that 
bears the martyr's name is a shrine of free- 
dom, an ever-present emblem of the beauty 
of sacrifice in the cause of human liberty. 
So, too, with the Garibaldi statue placed 
there by the Chicago Italians and with in- 
numerable other works throughout our 
park system. 

At the north end of the park, however, 
is a sculptural conception of another kind 
whose message in the light of present events 
has become doubtful. If the inscription be 
true and the great poet, Goethe, was indeed 
"The Master Mind of the German Peo- 
ple,'' then this figure, so free and fine in 
poise, with the eagle, emblem of liberty, on 
his knee, is a terrible satire on a race of 
slaves. The sculptor who designed this fig- 
ure intended it to convey the ideal of the 
lofty freedom of the spirit of a great poet. 
But was the soul of Goethe indeed free? 
We read that he believed in the domination 
of force throughout the universe. Was 
he the master mind of the German people? 
Are his thoughts in any way responsible 
for their hideous bondage to materialism, 



for their inability to rise to the same level 
of political freedom and international honor 
that prevail throughout the civilized coun- 
tries of Europe and in the new world? Let 
students of Goethe answer this and if the 
consensus of learned opinion be against the 
poet it will be high time that his monument 
be removed from the society of the world's 
thinkers and liberators who honor and orna- 
ment other portions of Lincoln Park. 

In any case the phrase," "The Master 
Mind of the German People," is a jarring 
offense. If his really was the mind or the 
trend of mind that started Germany on the 
down grade of worship of worldly power 
and abandonment of political honor then 
his name should be damned to future fame. 
If his was not the mind or trend of mind 
responsible for the decay of German morals 
then the phrase, "The Master Mind of the 
German People," becomes a slander on the 
defenseless dead. 

Inasmuch as the statue is, in itself, beau- 
tiful, and an idealized conception of an ab- 
stract thought cast in classical Grecian 
form, it might be rendered innocuous by 
the mere removal of the inscription sub- 
stituting therefor "The Spirit of Poesy," 
and removing the replica of Goethe and 
data concerning him which appear upon the 
wall behind the figure. It would' seem most 
fortunate in this instance that the inspira- 
tion of the sculptor for the main portion of 
this work had chanced to be an impersonal 
one. It will be recalled that he was much 
criticized at the time of the unveiling of the 
monument for not having modeled a figure 
of the poet himself. We may now be glad 
that his muse turned rather toward the 
abstract representation of the spirit of 
poesy rather than toward the concrete pres- 
entation of the poet. As matters now stand 
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an economy in material and artistic effort 
may be effected by retaining the statue and 
changing the incription. 

One doubts exceedingly if this inscrip- 
tion is appropriate in any case. Goethe's 
may have been the master mind' of Ger-' 
many in the sense of its being the first or 
greatest intellect which that country has 
ever produced. That it is not the master 
mind in the sense of being the dominant 
or ruling mind is all too apparent, for no 
mind capable of truly great thought could 
have inspired a people to worship the basest 
and most soullessly selfish political policy. 

There is y e t another significant thing 
about this monument, a little thing which, 
nevertheless, is not without import. Since 
the day of its unveiling we have seen no 
wreathes laid at its base in loving tribute 
by the hands of those whose spirits were 
one with its own. This in a way may be 
a point in favor of Goethe and incline us 
to suspect that the phrase, 'The Master 
Mind of the German People," is indeed a 
libel upon the power and penetration of his 
intellect. There seem to have been in Chi- 
cago no people of German blood who were 
sufficiently touched by his philosophy to 
prompt the placing of a wreath upon his 
monument. ._On the other hand this may 
be to the credit of Chicago Germans who 
may not have found the inspiration of his 
thought sufficiently democratic to quicken 
them to floral tribute. It is a question for 
the student of his poetry and of the psy- 
chology of our heretofore hyphenated citi- 
zens to answer. Certain it is that the 
statues of Garibaldi, Kosciusko and Leif 
Ericson are notable for a perpetual dis- 



play of green, so powerful is the influence 
of a free spirit on the imagination of a free 
people. 

A writer in the Chicago Tribune recent- 
.ly stated: 

"Goethe said in one of his works : 'The 
Prussian was born a brute ; and civilization 
will make him ferocious.! * 

. *'What better use could be made of the 
Goethe statue than to place a brass tablet 
on the pedestal of the statue with the words 
uttered. by him? What greater indictment 
could we bring than to quote the words of 
the greatest German mind, past or present, 
uttered generations ago about his own peo- 
ple? 

''No act of violence or vandalism can 
possibly detract from Goethe's greatness. 
We might cast his statue into the lake and 
his great mind and poetic soul will continue 
to shine as one of the brilliant stars in lit- 
terature and thought. Why not utilize this 
one thought of his to emphasize the brutal- 
ity of the 'civilized' Prussian?" 

Probably the most appropriate thing that 
could be done with the Goethe monument 
as it now stands would be to remove the 
present inscription a n d all references to 
Goethe substituting* therefor these words : 
"To the Love of Freedom which prompted 
our Ancestors to leave their Native Land 
and seek a Country where their Children 
might enjoy the blessings of Liberty, this 
Monument is rededicated by Chicagoans of 
German Blood and American Spirit." 

Perhaps with this inscription the monu- 
ment would invite the constant tribute of 
a. green wreath. 



